
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for a production here at
the Amarillo Little Theatre! 

If you’ve auditioned for us before, welcome back!

If this is your first time auditioning at ALT, we’re thrilled to have
you! We’ve been around now for 96 years, and we wouldn’t
have lasted so long without new people, new talent, and new
voices.

Whether you’re a veteran performer or you’ve never been on
stage before but really want to try, we’d like to encourage you to
audition for shows at ALT.

We’re aware that auditioning can be an overwhelming
experience, even if you’ve done it a hundred times before. We’ve
put this information booklet together for you to help you learn a
little more about the play, the characters you will be reading for,
and to give you some idea of what to expect during auditions
and rehearsals.

Break a leg!
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Greetings!



Jason Crespin - jason@amarillolittletheatre.org
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R

This ground breaking American play is the first truly honest portrayal
of the lives of contemporary gay men. Half a century later, the play
proves to be as entertaining, bold, and inspiring as ever.

This comic-drama centers on a group of gay men who gather in a
posh NYC Upper East Side apartment for a friend’s birthday party. An
unexpected guest and a street hustler arrive. The drinks are poured
and the music is turned up. The evening slowly exposes the fault lines
beneath their friendships and the self-inflicted heartache that
threatens their solidarity. Secrets are revealed, arguments are
unearthed, and blows are thrown, culminating in a shocking drunken
game. 

This revolutionary play changed theatrical history by unapologetically
putting gay men’s lives onstage which had never been seen before in
a realistic way.

Time Period:  1968

Setting: Michael's apartment on the East Side in New York City. 

Cautions: Alcohol, Strong Language, Mild Adult Themes, Smoking

Production 
Team

About The Play 
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AUDITIONS
Monday and Tuesday, September 18 and 19 @ 7:00pm - ALT Adventure Space 2751 Civic Circle 

CALLBACKS
Tuesday, September 19 @ approximately 8:00pm after the initial auditions that night.
By director invitation only. This list will be posted on ALT's homepage at Noon on 9/19/23 or
actors from the 2nd night of auditions will be asked to stay for callbacks. 

CAST LIST
Thursday, September 21 @ Noon
This list will be posted on ALT's homepage (www.amarillolittletheatre.org) at Noon on 9/21/23. 

REHEARSAL PERIOD
September 25 - November 19
7:00-10:00pm Mon.-Thur. (Director will distribute detailed rehearsal schedule at first read-thru.) 
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Important Dates
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TECH WEEK/DRESS REHEARSALS
November 5-8, 2023
Crew integration, cue-to-cue, tech rehearsals. Required attendance. 

PERFORMANCES
November 9-19, 2023
Thursday shows at 7:30pm, Friday and Saturday shows at 8:00pm and Sunday shows at 2:30pm. 
NOTE: Actors must be able to commit to all performance dates and tech/dress rehearsals .

PICK UP REHEARSAL
November 15, 2023
Held at director and stage manager’s discretion. Keep date open.

Important Dates
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MICHAEL (30s) - male presenting: Host of the party; possesses a biting wit.
The play takes place at Michael’s apartment. Michael is a lapsed Catholic
alcoholic who is undergoing psychoanalysis. He is a smartly groomed writer
who has sold a screenplay that was never produced. For the most part, he
travels the world, running up bills and getting other people to pay them. He
is aging, losing his hair (a fact that is commented on several times
throughout the play), and seeing a therapist to help him deal with the self-
hatred that he feels about his lifestyle. He is well versed in cinema history
and has a movie reference for just about every occasion. 

DONALD (Late 20s-Mid 30s) - male presenting: Donald, who has wholesome
American good looks, does not really know the other party guests well. He is
a conflicted friend of Michael’s who has moved far from the city to spurn the
gay lifestyle. He lives in a rented room in the Hamptons, where he has
worked scrubbing floors since he dropped out of college. Donald comes to
town on Saturday nights to see his psychiatrist, and then he stays at
Michael’s apartment.

EMORY (Mid 30s, Hispanic) - male presenting: Large personality. The life of
any party but sometimes lacks the ability to read the room. Emory is the joker
of the group and the most flamboyantly gay. He is always referring to himself
and to the others as “girls” or “Mary.” He is the one who made most of the
food for the party.

LARRY (30s) - male presenting: Partner to Hank. Calm and well-mannered
with a devilish streak. Larry is a commercial artist. He has had an affair with
Donald in the past, but it was impersonal. Although he lives with Hank, Larry
is reluctant to commit to a monogamous relationship, feeling that such a
thing is unrealistic.

HANK (30s-40s) - male presenting: Partner to Larry. Sometimes passes as
straight. Hank left his wife and two children to live with Larry. He is a
schoolteacher. 

Characters



BOYS IN THE BAND 6

BERNARD (30s, African American) - male presenting: Ivy League graduate
with pronounced tact and patience. Bernard is someone who still pines for
the wealthy white boy of the house where his mother was a maid. 

COWBOY (20s,) - male presenting: A muscle-bound escort dressed in a
cowboy outfit. Energetic and kind, but not too bright. He wants to get home
early and get to bed because he hurt his heel while doing chinups.
Throughout the play, he asks naive questions, unable to keep up with the
witty banter of the rest of the group. 

HAROLD (30s,) - male presenting: Birthday Boy. The driest wit with a hint of
self loathing. Concerned about growing older. He is morose at losing his
youthful good looks. Harold copes with the depression and self-loathing that
he feels by taking drugs. Commenting on the issue of beauty, he mentions
his soul and notes, “If I could, I’d sell it in a flash for some skin-deep,
transitory, meaningless beauty.” 

ALAN (30s) - male presenting:  Currently married. Alan is an aristocratic old
college roommate of Michael’s who is an uninvited party guest. Alan did not
know that Michael was gay when they were in college, so Michael tries to
keep it from him. Throughout the play there are several strong hints that
Alan has homosexual feelings that he is trying to suppress. Alan is crying
when he phones, asking to come over. Michael is afraid that Alan will find out
that he is gay, a secret that is lost when Alan enters the apartment to find all
of the men dancing together. Alan bonds with Hank after noticing the
wedding ring on his finger and stays around him during much of the play.

Characters



Auditions will consist of readings from the script sides. Sides will be
provided by the director once the auditions start.

Amarillo Little Theatre is rooted in reflecting the Amarillo community
through art and authentic storytelling. We recognize that in order to do
that, every member of our community must be represented by our
productions. We invite you to join us in providing art that challenges,
entertains and represents us – Amarillo. 

Perusal scripts are available at the ALT Box Office for a $10.00
refundable deposit. Please contact the ALT Box Office at 
806-355-9991 for more information.
 
CALLBACKS
Callbacks will be by director invitation only. The callback list will be
posted on the ALT homepage at Noon on Tuesday, September 19,
2023. The director will notify anyone who auditions on September 19 if
they need to stay for that night's callback. 

REGARDING AGES:
Ages are how the character will be perceived and not necessarily the
age of the actor, unless otherwise noted.

NOTE:
All 9 roles identify as members of the LGBTQ+ community therefore
casting will reflect this.  

Audition Instructions
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