
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for a production here at
the Amarillo Little Theatre! 

If you’ve auditioned for us before, welcome back!

If this is your first time auditioning at ALT, we’re thrilled to have
you! We’ve been around now for 96 years, and we wouldn’t
have lasted so long without new people, new talent, and new
voices.

Whether you’re a veteran performer or you’ve never been on
stage before but really want to try, we’d like to encourage you to
audition for shows at ALT.

We’re aware that auditioning can be an overwhelming
experience, even if you’ve done it a hundred times before. We’ve
put this information booklet together for you to help you learn a
little more about the play, the characters you will be reading for,
and to give you some idea of what to expect during auditions
and rehearsals.

Break a leg!
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Greetings!



Jason Crespin - jason@amarillolittletheatre.org
P R O D U C E R

Callie Hisek - chisek@wtamu.edu
A R T I S T I C  D I R E C T O R

The Cornley Polytechnic Drama Society has received a substantial
bequest and is putting on a performance of The Murder at Haversham
Manor – a 1920s murder mystery play, similar to The Mousetrap,
which has the right number of parts for the members.
Before the play starts the audience sees the backstage staff doing
last-minute adjustments to the set, including trying to mend a broken
mantelpiece and find a dog that has run off.
During the performance, a play within a play, a plethora of disasters
befalls the cast, including doors sticking, props falling from the walls,
and floors collapsing. Cast members are seen misplacing props,
forgetting lines, missing cues, breaking character, having to drink
white spirit instead of whisky, mispronouncing words, stepping on
fingers, being hidden in a grandfather clock and being manhandled off
stage. One cast member is knocked unconscious, and her replacement
(the group's technician) refuses to yield when she returns. In another
scene, an actor repeats an earlier line of dialogue, cuing the other
actors to repeat the whole dialogue sequence, ever more frenetically,
several times. In the climax, virtually the whole of the remaining set
collapses.

Time Period:  Present Day

Duration: 2 Acts

Production 
Team

About The Play 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder_mystery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mousetrap
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grandfather_clock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatrical_technician


AUDITIONS
Monday and Tuesday, November 13 and 14 @ 7:00pm - ALT Adventure Space 2751 Civic Circle

CALLBACKS
Tuesday, November 14 @ approximately 8:00pm after the initial auditions that night
By director invitation only. This list will be posted on ALT's homepage at Noon on 11/14/23

CAST LIST
Thursday, November 16 @ Noon
This list will be posted on ALT's homepage at Noon on 11/16/23. 

REHEARSAL PERIOD
November 20 - January 10 
7:00-10:00pm Mon.-Thur. (Director will distribute detailed rehearsal schedule at first read-thru.) 

NOTE: The director may need some Fridays for rehearsal purposes as well.  
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Important Dates
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TECH WEEK/DRESS REHEARSALS
January 7-10, 2024
Crew integration, cue-to-cue, tech rehearsals. Required attendance. 

PERFORMANCES
January 11-21, 2024*
Thursday shows at 7:30pm, Friday and Saturday shows at 8:00pm and Sunday shows at 2:30pm.
Actors must be able to commit to all performance dates and tech/dress rehearsals .

*NOTE: ALT has allotted time and space for a third weekend of performances if needed. The
Producer and Director will discuss with the cast before any additional performance decisions are
made. 

PICK UP REHEARSAL
January 17, 2024  -  Director will have a rehearsal on this date. 

Important Dates
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Annie - female presenting, age 20-30. The stage manager. She has the
biggest journey of any of the characters. When Sandra is indisposed Annie,
who cannot bear to be on stage, must step in. Initially terrified by acting, she
is willing to kill for it by the end of the play. Her initial terror turns to joy, and
then to fury. She starts small, but grows and grows. 

Sandra - female presenting, age 30-40. Plays Florence Colleymoore. She is
vain and possess a huge ego. Wants to be loved. Has ambitions to go to
Hollywood and will hurt anyone standing in the way of what she wants, but
is smart enough to stay on the good side of someone who can help her (like
the director). You know the type. The stakes are high for her. Very physical
role. 

Trevor - male presenting, age 20-30. The play’s lighting and sound operator.
He simply wants to get on with the show. Curmudgeonly and doesn’t care
for actors. He is easily distracted and does many things he shouldn’t,
including engaging with the audience. When things go really sideways, he is
forced to act in the play. He hates acting. 

Chris - male presenting, age 30-50. Plays Inspector Carter. High status
clown. Rigid, uptight, everything really matters. He is the director of the
show and this is the biggest day of his life. Everything is riding on this. It is a
nerve wracking and exciting night. His pain is evident and every time
someone laughs the pain deepens. He has equal amounts of contempt for his
fellow actors & the audience watching the play.

Jonathan - male presenting, 30-50. Plays Charles Haversham. A bit bland,
but sees himself as a James Bond type. Excited and having fun, but not naïve.
He technically has to drive the show. He cares about the play, but not to the
same extent as the others. Very Physical role. 

Characters
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Robert - male presenting, age 30-40. Plays Thomas Colleymoore. He wants
to be Richard Burton, as evidenced by his declamatory style. He is, however,
not a parody of a bad actor. He is unaware of others around him. He does not
feel badly when things go wrong and never learns from his mistakes. There is
a power struggle between Robert and Chris to be president of the Cornley
Poly Drama Society (a position that matters a great deal to Robert). Has real
vocal power.

Dennis - male presenting, age 30-50. Plays Perkins. He has no real desire to
be involved in the theatre, he just wants to make friends (of which he has
none). He believes if he does well in the show, he will be more successful
socially. Laughter from the audience is agony for him. He may be slightly
oblivious, but understands when he gets things wrong. The laughter is a
personal tragedy/failure. 

Max - male presenting, age 30-40. Plays Cecil Haversham and Arthur the
Gardner. He has never been on stage before. He learned his lines and does
exactly what he's told to do. He has zero connection with any of the other
actors, but when he gets a laugh he breaks the 4th wall and engages with
the audience. Childlike and naïve. His mistakes are fundamental. He doesn't
think anything through, just looks for approval. 

Stage Crew -, age 20-40.  The on stage crew of the show that start the show
before the show.  

Characters



Auditions will consist of readings from the script sides. Sides will be provided by
the director once the auditions start.

Amarillo Little Theatre is rooted in reflecting the Amarillo community through art
and authentic storytelling. We recognize that in order to do that, every member of
our community must be represented by our productions. We invite you to join us in
providing art that challenges, entertains and represents us – Amarillo. 

Perusal scripts are available at the ALT Box Office for a $10.00 refundable deposit.
Please contact the ALT Box Office at 806-355-9991 for more information.
 

CALLBACKS
Callbacks will be by director invitation only. The callback list will be posted on the
ALT homepage at Noon on Tuesday, November 14, 2023. The director will notify
anyone who auditions on November 14 if they need to stay for that night's
callback. 

REGARDING AGES:
Ages are how the character will be perceived and not necessarily the age of the
actor, unless otherwise noted

NOTE: FIGHT/INTIMACY/PHYSICAL CHOREOGRAPHY
All scenes involving fight choreography, intimacy blocking and/or physical comedy
will be choreographed and rehearsed in a safe and controlled environment. You will
not be asked to audition from any scenes that involve fight choreography or
intimate stage moments.

Audition Instructions
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