
Thank you for your interest in auditioning for a production here at
the Amarillo Little Theatre! 

If you’ve auditioned for us before, welcome back!

If this is your first time auditioning at ALT, we’re thrilled to have
you! We’ve been around now for 98 years, and we wouldn’t
have lasted so long without new people, new talent and new
voices.

Whether you’re a veteran performer or you’ve never been on
stage before but really want to try, we’d like to encourage you to
audition for shows at ALT.

We’re aware that auditioning can be an overwhelming
experience, even if you’ve done it a hundred times before. We’ve
put this information booklet together for you to help you learn a
little more about the play, the characters you will be reading for,
and to give you some idea of what to expect during auditions
and rehearsals.

Break a leg!
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Greetings!



Jason Crespin - jason@amarillolittletheatre.org
P R O D U C E R

 Stephen Crandall- scrandall@wtamu.edu
D I R E C T O R

This stage adaptation of Ken Kesey's celebrated novel explores the brutality of
life in a mental institution with humor, candor, and unforgettable characters. 

After being convicted of a petty crime, a charming, rebellious rogue named
McMurphy contrives to serve his short sentence in an airy mental institution
rather than in a prison. This, he soon learns, was a mistake. He immediately
clashes with the authoritarian head nurse, a fierce martinet named Nurse
Ratched. Despite Ratched's strict reign, McMurphy quickly takes over the yard,
leading others out of introversion, staging a revolt so that they can see the
World Series on television, and arranging a rollicking midnight party with liquor
and women. But McMurphy's brash insubordination has its consequences;
Ratched ultimately triumphs by subjecting McMurphy to a frontal lobotomy.

Author: Dale Wasserman   
From the novel by: Ken Kesey

Time Period:  1960s

Cautions: Mild Adult Themes, Strong Language

Production 
Team

About The Play 
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AUDITIONS
Monday or Tuesday, June 30 and July 1 @ 7:00pm - ALT Adventure Space (2751 Civic Circle)

CALLBACKS
Tuesday, July 1 @ after the initial audition
By director invitation only. This list will be posted on ALT's homepage at Noon on 7/1/25

CAST LIST
Thursday, July 3 @ Noon
This list will be posted on ALT's homepage at Noon on 7/3/25. 

REHEARSAL PERIOD
July 7 - August 13, 2025
7:00-10:00pm, Monday - Friday, (Director will distribute detailed rehearsal schedule for all actors) 
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Important Dates
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TECH WEEK/DRESS REHEARSALS
August 10-13, 2025
Crew integration, cue-to-cue, tech rehearsals. Required attendance. 

PERFORMANCES
August 14-24, 2025
Thursday, Friday and Saturday shows at 7:30pm and Sunday shows at 2:30pm. 
NOTE: Actors must be able to commit to all performance dates & tech/dress rehearsals .

PICK UP REHEARSAL
August 20, 2025
Held at director & stage manager’s discretion. Keep date open.

Important Dates
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12 Male-presenting and 4 Female-presenting roles. Flexible age ranges for all
roles. An ethnically diverse cast is desired. The roles of Aide Warren, Aide
Williams and Aide Turkle are preferably portrayed by Black / African-American
actors. The role of Chief Bromden will require an actor with Native American /
Indigenous heritage.

RANDLE P. MCMURPHY – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 20’s to 40’s) A
gambler, a con man, and a backroom brawler. Has a devilish grin and has a
wide open extroverted air which is in harsh contrast to the environment of the
ward. (Intimacy and Fight Choreography, Foul Language)

NURSE RATCHED – (Female presenting, Staff ‐ 30’s to 50’s) The head of the
hospital ward. She masks her humanity and femininity behind a stiff,
patronizing façade. She weakens her patients through a psychologically
manipulative program designed to destroy their self‐esteem. Ratched’s
emasculating, mechanical ways slowly drain all traces of humanity from her
patients. (Fight Choreography)

CHIEF BROMDEN – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 20’s to 50’s - requires an
actor with Native American / Indigenous heritage) The huge, bull‐muscled,
half‐breed son of an Indian Chief. He has been in the hospital for more than
ten years, longer than any other patient in the ward. Bromden sees modern
society as a huge, oppressive conglomeration that he calls the Combine, and
the hospital as a place meant to fix people who do not conform.

AIDE WARREN and AIDE WILLIAMS – (Male presenting, Staff ‐ 20’s to 40’s
- Preferably portrayed by Black / African-American actors) The daytime aides.
Cruel and demeaning, they are Nurse Rached’s stooges. (Fight Choreography,
Foul Language)

NURSE FLINN – (Female presenting, Staff ‐ 20’s To 60’s) A vapid woman
with apprehensive eyes and strict Catholic upbringing. She is fearful of the
patients’ sexuality and in general.

DALE HARDING – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 40 plus) College‐educated with
a sharp mind and tongue. He is President of the Patients’ Council. Although he
is married he is effeminate and questions he’s own masculinity. (Foul
Language)

Characters
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Characters
BILLY BIBBIT – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 20’s to 30’s) Shy and has a bad
stutter. He seems younger than his age. Dominated by his mother, one of
Nurse Ratched’s close friends. Billy is voluntarily in the hospital. (Intimacy
Choreography, Foul Language)

SCANLON – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 20’s to 60) Involuntarily committed to
the hospital. He has fantasies of blowing things up. (Foul Language)

CHESWICK – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 30 ‐ 60) Eager and quick to argue or
fight. Aggressively defiant yet cringing. All talk, no action. (Foul Language)

MARTINI – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 25 to 60) A little Italian man who lives
in a world of delusional hallucinations. (Foul Language)

RUCKLY – (Male presenting, Patient ‐ 25 to 50) A Chronic patient. Was once
curable, but was transformed into a Chronic due to a botched lobotomy. (Foul
Language)

DR. SPIVEY – (Male presenting, Staff ‐ 40 to 70) The administrator and
psychiatrist of the mental institution. He doubts that anything is wrong with
McMurphy’s mind, but he defers to the opinion of Nurse Ratched.

AIDE TURKLE – (Male presenting, Staff ‐ 50s to 70’s - Preferably portrayed
by Black / African-American actor) The nighttime aide for Nurse Ratched’s
ward. He is an elderly technician / night watchman who smokes marijuana.
McMurphy bribes him to help arrange the final party. (Foul Language)

CANDY STARR – (Female presenting, Visitor ‐ 21 to 40) A prostitute from
Portland with a "heart of gold." She is physically attractive and passive, and
relieves Billy Bibbit of his virginity. (Intimacy Choreography, Foul Language)

SANDRA ‐ (Female presenting, Visitor ‐ 30 ‐ 45) Candy's older and less
bombastic but equally attractive friend. She comes with her to the party on the
ward. (Intimacy Choreography, Foul Language)
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Audition Instructions
Auditions will consist of readings from the script sides. Sides will be provided
by the director once the auditions start.

Amarillo Little Theatre is rooted in reflecting the Amarillo community through
art and authentic storytelling. We recognize that in order to do that, every
member of our community must be represented by our productions. We
invite you to join us in providing art that challenges, entertains and
represents us – Amarillo. 

Perusal scripts are available at the ALT Box Office for a $10.00 refundable
deposit. Please contact the ALT Box Office at 806-355-9991 for more
information.
 

CALLBACKS
Callbacks will be by director invitation only. The call back list will be posted
on the ALT homepage at Noon on Tuesday, July 1, 2025. The director will
notify anyone who auditions on July 1 if they need to stay for that nights
callback. 

REGARDING AGES:
Ages are how the character will be perceived and not necessarily the age of
the actor. 

NOTE: While Ken Kesey’s novel features significant racial and sexual tension
between patients and staff, the play presents a milder version, particularly
how the Aides interact with patients. Nonetheless, actors auditioning should
be prepared for some difficult content that includes misogyny, racism,
sexism, and classism. 












